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combinations. There was, it is true, little in his delivery to persuade, and much in his policy to alarm the timid, but yet there was that in his words which commanded attention and respect from all parties in the House, carrying with them as they did a sense of right and reason. His voice was always raised in the cause of freedom against oppression and for the weak against the strong.
He had not long returned to England in 1859 when he rose to call the attention of the Peers to the state of Italian affairs, and protested against the cautious neutrality which had induced the calamities of the war. The speech contained an eloquent appeal for the maintenance and enforcement of the treaties of 1815 : "Notwithstanding the wounds inflicted on them as a body of international right/' he said, " far from being cast aside as a whole or being extinguished in public estimation, they are still the title-deeds of many an extensive territory, securities for Sardinian unity, no less than for Austrian incumbency ; and, what is more than being barriers against encroachment and confusion, they are the living records and guards of those achievements in civilization which have made the abolition of slavery a part and parcel of the law of Europe, and have consecrated the world of waters, whether flowing through separated States or expanding in boundless ocean, to the uses" of an unfettered and almost unquestioned navigation. My Lords, there is a vitality even in their amputated limbs ; there is something judicial even in their submission to violence. The stroke which blasted the independence of Cracow, that last refuge and monument of Polish nationality, invested its memory with a sacred character, and the feeble protest issued on its behalf in a whisper from London and Paris now comes back in peals of thunder on the alarmed conscience."
Other speeches were in his own special province : as when, in May 1861, he moved to get the French troops out of Syria, and maintained that the chief cause of the disturbances in the Lebanon was the general misgovernment of the Ottoman Empire, and especially the neglect to enforce the provisions of the Charter of Reform. In 1864 he spoke against the cession of the Ionian Islands, and in favour of Denmark ; in 1867 on the in-